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Description and Observations
	The interviewee was a Korean American girl by the name of Chloe. She is one of my close friends whom I did meet a couple of years back. Chloe is a nice person who is very energetic and warm-hearted. However, she opened up to me being a Korean adoptee and beside this; I did not know more about her until I interviewed her. This interview was very professional as we both put our usual jokes aside. The interview transformed us from usual friends to professionals who interview and get interviewed.  The interview was well-coordinated and despite some challenges with Zoom because of internet instability, we were able to finish this process well. It was not possible to conduct this interview in our favorite park because of the COVID-19 pandemic but rather we focused on using Zoom because of the video calling capability. I had not used Zoom before but it was very interesting and I enjoyed it.  The interview took place on 10th May 2020 at 8 PM since Chloe would not be much busy at that time.  
	My relationship with Chloe did not change based on the interview as my focus was to ask her questions that she very comfortable with and with no intentions to offend her. I ensured we engage in a professional interview where she was not to consider me as her friend. My relationship with her made it easy to open up and honestly answer the interview questions like those concerned her biological mother. Our relationship made the interview easier and simple. Chloe shared her answers not because of who I was but because she was willing to participate in the interview. My age, gender, race and class played a significant role in the dynamics of the interview as Chloe is very versatile with me including my culture and this made her to let me know about Korean Americans with ease. Finally, this interview was influenced by language as I used a polite language that made the interviewee fully engaged.
Analysis
	There are various connections between the story of Chloe and the content covered in the course materials. To begin with, Chloe states that many Korean Americans were adoptees of the United States of America during the Korean War of 1950-1953, although she personally does not know them. Chloe says “Yes, many Korean Americans were adopted during the 1950-53 Korean War and U.S citizens adopted them although I do not know them personally.” From the course material, the Korean war of 1950-1953 led to more than 100,000 orphaned children and more than 10,000 of mixed-race children were abandoned. “An estimated 200,000 South Korean children have been adopted to countries in the West, with seventy-five per cent of the total adopted to the United States, and the remainder to Western Europe, with a smaller number to Australia.” (Kim, 2007) This made the attention of the United States military that was present in Korea to change to "saving children" from both war and violence. This was a very good justification for the United States' involvement in Korea affairs. With the shift in the attention, citizens of the United States were allowed to practice their duty of patriotic by “saving” from the communism threat the Korean orphans.    
 	Secondly, when I asked her about biological parents, she says because of being an adoptee, she suspects of being unborn to an unmarried woman. She, therefore, does not know her biological mother and would like to know her one day. This connects well with the materials covered in the course where most South Korean children were adopted abroad in the 1997 IMF Crisis. "Nearly 90 percent of the 1,250 South Korean children adopted abroad last year, most of them by American couples, were born to unmarried women, according to the Korean Ministry of Health, Welfare and Family Affairs.” (Donnell, 2019) South Korea's domestic adoptions had surpassed international adoption as the recent years Korea had <1000 adoptions.  Since the age of Chloe falls mostly in this category from the 1990s and today, there is a very high probability she was born to an unmarried woman as she states in the interview.
 The last connection is the regulation of the policy of adoption in Korea. Chloe says “That is the question I was looking forward to hearing in this interview. The adoption policy in Korea has to be regulated as Korea has been accused of "selling children”. That is a crime against humanity.”. According to Chloe, this is a crime against humanity.  From the material provided in this course, the Korean adoption peak begun in the 1980s. "In 1984-1988 the international adoption from Korea peaks with 6,500-9,000 cases a year." The policies of adoption were deregulated by the government of Korea and this lead to the adoption agencies competing with one another so as to engage in adoption-practices of profit-making. Korea hosted the 1988 Olympics in Seoul which showcased Korea as one of the nations of modern democracy. However, Korea was much criticized for profiting from what was termed as "exporting children." This made Korea drastically reduce the adoption internationally and a plan was released to phase out the international adoption gradually. The three are just examples of the perfect connection between Chloe's' interview and the course materials.   
 The interview might have been impacted by the events and structures discussed already in the class. One specific event that influenced the interviewee's story is the IMF crisis in 1997, where nearly 90 percent of the children from South Korea who were adopted abroad mostly were born to unmarried women. Assessing the age of Chloe and the IMF Crisis in 1997, Chloe could have been adopted during this period and she doesn’t know her biological mother. On the other hand, race and racial categorization are structures that impacted the story of the interviewee. This is because she is a Korea American adoptee and knows what adoption is from an early age. The effects of the IMF crisis in 1997 and the Korean race are reflected in Chloe's story as American couples adopted her at a young age while she did not know her mother. The IMF crisis had made the Korean adoptions to surpass international adoption.
 The story of Chloe is extremely useful in the understanding of the history of Korean Americans and of the present-day Korean America. Korean American people have come a long way from being adopted to foreign countries at a very young age to being recognized as minority in USA. "Through the United States' sixty-year history engaging in transnational Korean adoption, Korean orphans and adoptees have continuously been used by American popular media and society to construct nationalist narratives of rescue, benevolence, and neoliberalism that obscure a history of American imperialism, violence, and military occupation in South Korea." (Donnell, 2019) South Korea suffered during the Korea war and the adaptation of young Koreans should not make Korea blind about the suffering American military brought there. 
Conclusion
	I have known Chloe for quite some time. We had classes together and despite opening up about being an adoptee, I did not know much about her story until I interviewed her. My relationship with Chloe remained intact after the interview as the interview took the professional stance and questions that did not offend her were the main focus. The interview of Chloe and the course covered materials have close connections such as the Korean change of the international adoption policy and the Korean War. The interview was very significant in order to understand the history and the present-day Korean American. This is because, the United States should not use the adoption strategy as to cover the suffering its military caused to the people of Korea. 
	In my capacity, the interviewee’s oral history has a lot of significance to me. This is because Chloe is a close pal of mine and this has educated me never to use her oral history to make her look inferior. Being a Korean American adoptee does not mean she is inferior it is only her early life took a path that she would not have desired. The other significance is that it is circumstances that we find ourselves in force use in certain situations. Chloe's story does not change her relationship with me and will continue being good to her, she is a smart girl. (Donnell, 2019)  
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